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.16 APRIL 197"&E?ORT€¥ THE ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE GOVERNHENT SPOKESMAN

THAT GOVERNMENT INTELLIGENCE SERVICES LEARNED ON 11 APRIL OF A

LEFTIST THREAT TO THE LIFE 'OF CARD!NAL RAUL S I L V A ARCHBISHOP oF

SANTIAGO} AND THAT A POLICE ESCORT HAD BEEN ASSIGNED To PROTECT HIM.
‘\GeE "ALS0™ SANTIAGO, EMBASSY geueeaAnwzzos«orf16vAprL FOR FURTHER DETAILS
ON- THE. THREAT.) f

2. INFORMATION ON THE PLOT TO ASSASSlNATE CARDINAL SILVA

s

CAME FROM A SUSPECT CHILEAN f8
1.5 (c)

A COMMANDO UNIT COMPOSED 0oF MEMBERS OF THE
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MOVEMENT OF THE REVOLUTIONARY LEFT (MIR) HAD ENTERED CHILE FRoM 1.5(c)
ARGENTINA SOME DAYS EARLIER. R O THE

COMMANDO UNIT CARRIED WEAPONS AND HAD ACCESS TO CHILEAN ARMY

UNIFORMS, THEIR MISSION WAS To ASSASSINATE CARDINAL SILVA DURING

ONE OF WIS PUBLIC APPEARANCES DURING HOLY WEEK (8-13 APRIL) AND T0O
ESCAPE IN THE ENSUING CONFUSION. THEY HQPED THAT THE KILLING WOULD
BE BLAMED ON ULTRA~CONSéRVATIVE ELEMENTS IN THE CHILEAN ARMED FQRCES,
AND 50 DISCREDIT THE HILITARY JUNTA,

3 —Duexous ABOUT THIS INFORMATION,

FEELING THAT THE SUSPECT MAY HAVE FABRICATED THE ENTIRE STORY.
_ CONCERNED OVER RECENT EURQPEAN PRESS STORIES
REPORTING DETERIORAT!NG?RELATIONS BETWEEN CARDINAL SILVA AND THE
JUNTA, AND BELIEVED THAT THE STORIES HI'GHT BE SETTING THE STAGE
FOR A STRONG PuBLIC REACT!ON To A possxaLe ASSASSINATION OF THE
CARDINAL. ALSO, THEY HAD RECE IVED nevoars OF MEN IN ARMY UNIFORM
CIRCULATING IN SANTIAGO'IN A VEHICLE WITH A CHALKED MAKESHIFT
MARMY OF CHILE" LABEL, kuxcu ARQUSED THEIR SUSPICIONS.
' 4. CIN LIGHT of Tuls - CONCERN » (N
WAS SENT. T INFORM THE CARDINAL OF THIS INFORMATION AND TO ARRANGE
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CARDINAL SILVA TOL. E DID NOT THINK THE
INFORMATION WAS TRUE, AND ADDED THAT HE DID NOT WiSW PROTECTION.
THE CARDINAL WENT ON TO SAY THAT HE HAD RECEIVED MANY ACCOUNTS OF
TORTURES, ILLEGAL ARRESTS, EXECUTIONS. AND OTHER ABUSES BY DINA AND

orwgr cHILEAN ILITARY services, anp ExworTeD ((EETRNRID ' °

BUT AN END TO THESE PRACTICES, AS A RESULT OF THIS CONVERSATION,

—ccmcx.uoen@run CARDINAL SILVA 1S BEING STRONGLY

INFLUENCED BY ANTI=JUNTA ELEMENTS.

5. peseite siLva's proTests, [ Provioer (EEEEEIIND

PROTECTION TO CARDINAL SILVA ON 12, 13, AND 14 APRIL, WITH T4E

iAi«»

AUTHORIZATION OF GENERAL AUGUSTQ P I N 0 C H E T, PRESIDENT OF THE

JUNTA. THERE IS NOW SOME SUSPICION
THAT LEFTISTS MIGHT ATTEMPT TO KIDNAP CARDINAL SILVA AS AN
EMBARRASSMENT T0 THE JUNTA, AND THAT SILVA MIGHT EVEN LEND HIMSELF
TO SUCH A SCHEME., (RN T R )
QI cons1DERING ROUND THE cLocx (MMM PROTECTION FOR

P

THE CARDINAL, ‘

6, CONCERNED OVER THE
POSSIBILITY .OF A KIDNAP ATTEMPT AGAINST SILVA, PINOCHET STRONGLY
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DESIRES TO LIVE UP TO THE JQNrA's STATED POLICY OF NOT MAKING ANY
DEALS WITH TERRORISTS IN SUCH CASES AND HAS SAID THAT THE

" GOVERNMENT W1LL EXECUTE AS QANY AS FIFTY LEFTIST PRISONERS IN
RETALIATION FOR THE MURDER OF ANY KIDNAP VICTIM. WOWEVER,
PINOCHET BELIEVES THAT THE GOVERNMENT COULD NOT FOLLOW THROUGH WITH
THIS POLICY IF CARDINAL SILQA BECAME A KIDNAP vICTIM, IN SUCH A
CASE, THE JUNTA WOULD HAVE fo ACCEDE TO AT LEAST SOME OF THE
KIDNAPPERS! DEMANDSs THUS ESTABLISHING A COSTLY AND DANGERQUS
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